
Know More, Before You Pay More
Amendment 5 - August 4, 2026

Missouri
Elimination of the Missouri State Individual Income Tax can be devastating for survivors of brain 
injury and their families. Many survivors and families, along with 80% of Missourians, will likely pay 
more in sales tax than they pay in Missouri individual income tax.

More Sales Taxes
To cover the elimination of the Missouri Individual Income Tax, 
Amendment 5 authorizes the legislature to tax services and 
increase the sales tax rate - on everything they choose.
There are no exemptions.

Taxed services can include everyday necessities like 
rent, medications, car repairs, home modifications, doctor’s 
appointments, childcare, and more.

When local sales taxes 
are added, the average 
sales tax rate could be 

between 16% and 20%. 
The increased costs 

could be on everything 
such as services, 

groceries, and other 
everyday needs. 

More than 80% of 
Missourians will pay 
more in sales taxes 
than they pay in 
Missouri income tax 
each year. The estimate 
is $535 more in sales 
tax for the average 
Missouri taxpayer.

More take-home 
pay from no 
state income tax 
withholdings will 
be temporary. 
The extra money 
in paychecks will 
likely be needed 
for higher sales 
taxes on everyday 
necessities.

For example, if you currently spend $100 on groceries, the 
increased sales taxes could be $20, for a total of $120. 

This leaves less money for other necessities.



Considerations
Impact – Will you have more money after paying higher sales taxes, 
with the elimination of the Missouri Individual Income Tax?

Values – Do the financial and service availability hardships for survivors of brain injury
and their families balance with your values?

Trust – Do you trust Missouri legislators to maintain or enhance services for persons
with disabilities, the elderly, and other vulnerable populations when the State faces a budget deficit?

Budget Deficit
Missouri is already in a tight fiscal situation. Less revenue can add to the budget deficit.

Constitution Override
The Missouri Constitution currently protects consumers from higher sales taxes 
without a vote of the people.

Amendment 5 allows legislators to bypass the vote of the people to raise sales taxes
on whatever they want. Everything could be taxed with no vote of the people.

Action
Your Vote is Your Voice. Please make your voice heard and have your vote counted on August 4, 2026.

Make plans now to vote in-person on August 4, 2026 or vote Absentee prior 
to election day. To vote Absentee, contact your local County Clerk or election 
board by July 15, 2026. 

To register to vote for the first time, contact your County Clerk or Election Board office.

For help identifying your local County Clerk or Election Board, contact the Brain 
Injury Association of Missouri (BIA-MO) at info@biamo.org or 314-426-4024.

Vote Implication
Yes – Missouri Constitution changed to allow 
elected officials to raise taxes on everyday 
necessities and services without a vote of the 
people. More taxes paid by 80% of Missourians.

No – Tax obligations shared through diversity of
tax sources and income levels. Prioritizes vote of 
the people, not preferences of elected officials.

Missouri Budget Deficit

Result:


