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Key points

CDC collects and reports TBI data to understand: how many people are affected by this injury,

who is most at risk, the leading ways a person may get a TBI, and whether programs to prevent

TBI are working.

TBI in the United States

TBI fatal injury data

TBI is a major cause of death. This interactive chart shows the number of TBI-related deaths by

month and year, including the most recent provisional data available.

View TBI fatal injury trends

Based on the most recent data:

There were approximately 214,110 TBI-related hospitalizations in 2020A and 69,473 TBI-

related deaths in 2021.1
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https://www.cdc.gov/traumatic-brain-injury/data-research/index.html
https://wisqars.cdc.gov/fatal-injury-trends/


This represents more than 586 TBI-related hospitalizations and 190 TBI-related deaths per

day.

These estimates do not include the many TBIs that are only treated in the emergency

department, primary care, urgent care, or those that go untreated.2

People age 75 years and older had the highest numbers and rates of TBI-related

hospitalizationsA and deaths.1 This age group accounts for about 32% of TBI-related

hospitalizations and 28% of TBI-related deaths.

Males were nearly two times more likely to be hospitalized (79.9 age-adjusted rate versus

43.7)A and three times more likely to die1 from a TBI than females (28.3 versus 8.4).

See the following CDC reports for more information on the leading causes of TBI and the groups

of people at increased risk for TBI:

Surveillance Report 2018 and 2019

Surveillance and research to support data-driven solutions

CDC conducts research on preventing TBIs and reducing the chance for disability and other

potential effects of these injuries.

Learn more about the National Concussion Surveillance System, a state-of-the-art data

collection effort designed to learn how many Americans (children and adults) get a

concussion each year and the leading causes of this injury.
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https://www.cdc.gov/traumatic-brain-injury/media/pdfs/TBI-surveillance-report-2018-2019-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/disability-and-health/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/traumatic-brain-injury/programs/index.html

