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AGRICULTURAL SAFETY

Occupational Injury Surveillance of Production Agriculture (OISPA)
Survey

Farmers are at very high risk for fatal and nonfatal injuries. Additionally, farming is one of the few industries in which
family members (who often share the work and live on the premises) are also at risk for fatal and nonfatal injuries.

In 1990, NIOSH implemented an extensive agricultural safety and health program to address the high risks of injuries and
illnesses experienced by workers and families in agriculture. One component of this program was the development of an
ongoing surveillance program to track the magnitude of nonfatal injuries occurring to adults working in agriculture.

An initial step in the development of the surveillance program was the completion of the Occupational injury Surveillance
of Production Agriculture (OISPA) survey. This survey, first conducted for the calendar year 2001, was designed to
produce national and regional estimates of the number of adults 20 years of age and older working on farms and the
number of occupational injuries that these workers incur. NIOSH collaborated with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
National Agricultural Statistics Service (USDA-NASS) to conduct the initial survey, as well as additional OISPA surveys for
the years 2004, 2009, 2012 and 2014.

The OISPA data tables providing results from the five surveys are divided into two broad categories:

* Working adult demographic estimates

¢ Adult occupational injury estimates

Interpretation of these data are provided in NIOSH documents and publications. Demographic and injury estimates in the
tables were calculated by NIOSH and are presented with the approval of USDA-NASS. Public access to all OISPA data files,
or additional estimates from the OISPA, are subject to the approval of USDA-NASS, For additional information contact

Kitty Hendricks.
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Table AI-18. National estimates of agricultural work-related injuries to adults (20 years and older) on
US farms by injury characteristics, 2001, 2004, 2009, 2012, 2014 (ali years combined)

Injury Characteristics

All Working Adult Injury
Estimates 2001, 2004,

Nature of Injury
Scrape/abrasion
Bruise

Sprain/strain/torn ligament

Fracture
Dislocation
Cut
Puncture/stab/jab
Traumatic brain injury
Multiple injuries
Other injuries (1)
Body Part .
Head/skuil
Face/neck
Shoulder/chest/back
Abdomen/pelvic region
Arm
Hand/wrist/fingers
Leg
Foot/ankle/toes
Multiple body parts
Other body parts (2)
Source of Injury
Machinery
Parts/materials

Persons/plants/animals/minerals

Structures/surfaces

Tools/instruments/equipment

Vehicles
Other sources (3)
Injury Event

Violence and other injuries by persons or animals
Transportation incidents

Falls, slips, trips

Contact with objects and equipment
Overexertion and bodily reaction

Other events (4)

2009, 2012, 2014

9,952
33,686
66,267
57,494

5,676
50,490
14,476

7,726
31,986

56,852

19,435
14,997
60,956

9,109
16,810
66,698
43,624
35,270
28,133
39,575

24,061
23,145
105,164
63,981
27,518
29,285
61,450

51,108
42,527
57,006
95,926
40,955
47,084

Total (5)

334,606

1 Includes traumatic rupture, crush/mangie, amputation, nerve injury, burn/blister/scald, and
other/unknown injuries

2 Includes internal injuries and other/unknown body parts

3 Includes chemicals/chemical products, containers/furniture/fixtures, and other/unknown sources
4 Includes fires/explosions, exposure to harmful substances/environments, and other/unknown events
5 Estimates may not sum due to rounding

Source: Occupational Injury Surveillance of Production Agriculture Survey, 2001, 2004, 2009, 2012

and 2014,



