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Creating a better future through brain injury prevention, support, education and advocacy.
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Having our collective voices heard in Jefferson City is 
important. Elected officials need to hear from survivors of 
brain injury, family members, friends and professionals.
Please join us for Brain Injury Awareness Day on Wednesday, 
March 9, 2011, in Jefferson City. Help educate your State 

Representative and 
Senator about issues 
important to the brain 
injury community– 
prevention of brain 
injuries, access to services 
and living independently 
in the community.
Brain Injury Awareness 
Day shows solidarity and 
strength of the brain injury 
community. Individuals 
and groups are encouraged 
to participate.

It’s easy to participate. Simply:
• Sign-up to participate at www.biamo.org or call      

314-426-4024 or 800-444-6443.
• Meet on March 9 in the House Hearing Room 2 at 

10:30 am at the Missouri State Capitol Building.
• Constituent Groups will be provided “Talking Points” 

to share with assigned Representatives or Senators. 
Each Group will have a pre-assigned Constituent 
Leader.

• Celebrate the accomplishments of the legislative 
process – the voice of the people being heard by our 
elected officials.

Please join us on March 9 to show solidarity of the brain injury 
community throughout Missouri in Jefferson City.

Brain Injury 
Awareness Day – 
March 9

Membership 
Matters
More than 3.9 million brain injuries occur each year.
You can be the difference for the thousands of individuals 
and families impacted by brain injury in Missouri.  Your 
Membership in the Brain Injury Association of Missouri 
(BIA-MO) makes a difference. It says, “I am part of the 
Voice of Brain Injury.” It says, “I am part of the Brain Injury 
Association of Missouri.” 
Your Membership matters for individuals such as Doug. At 
the age of 15, Doug was in a car crash with friends. One friend 
died at the scene; one had minor injuries. Doug sustained a 
severe brain injury that changed his life forever. The days of 
running bases on the baseball field were gone. Now he enjoys 
the game from the stands. Three decades after his accident, 
Doug shares his positive attitude and sense of humor with 
others who participate in social programs and Camp offered 
by the Brain Injury Association of Missouri. As a volunteer, 
he handles the mailings for two support groups and social-
recreational programs.  
Your membership provides support groups and Information 
and Referral Services for survivors and families living with 
daily challenges of brain injury. Doug is just one of 115,000 
survivors of traumatic brain injury in Missouri.
As part of the Voice of Brain Injury, you are helping with 
advocacy efforts for the prevention of brain injuries and the 
access to services.  
Your Membership also helps provide education through the 
BIA-MO Annual Statewide Conference, Survivor and Family 
Regional Seminars, and Brain Injury Information Packets.
Please join today. Your Membership matters for all programs 
of support, education, recreation and advocacy offered by the 
Brain Injury Association of Missouri.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Membership makes a difference for survivors of brain injury 
and their families as well as for you. Benefits for  Members of 
the Brain Injury Association of Missouri (BIA-MO) include:

• Discount to the BIA-MO Annual Statewide Conference
• BIA-MO Membership Matters periodic newsletter
• The Brain Injury Association of America Connections 

quarterly magazine
• Knowing you are part of the Voice of Brain Injury and 

having an impact
Membership is an affordable commitment. Membership 
levels are:

• Survivor – Free for survivors of brain injury.
• Family – $35
• Professional – $50
• Corporate/Organization – $200
• Points of Light – $500

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Membership 2011 form
My annual membership is: 	 New          Renewed 
     Points of Light ($500 or more) 			    		       Professional Member ($50)
     Corporate Member ($500 or more) with website link option			  List my name on the BIA-MO website Membership Page
     	 Website for linking					          Family/Individual ($35 or more)
     								             Survivor of brain injury (free)
     				        				         Donation in addition to my Membership $

Name:				      			   Company/Agency: 	
Address:							      City:				    State:		  Zip Code:
Day Phone: (	       )					     Mobile Phone: (	            ) 
E-mail: 							       I prefer correspondence sent by email 	

NOTE: Personal information is for BIA use only, including Membership benefits and recognition of support.

Payment:   
Check payable to Brain Injury Association of Missouri or credit card.

Visa or MasterCard #						      Exp Date:		  V-Code (on back):

Cardholder billing address (if different than above)
Address:							      City:				    State:		  Zip Code:
Signature:
Mail to 10270 Page Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63132 or fax credit card information to 314.426.3290. Please make checks payable to BIA-MO.

Special offers to enhance your Professional or Corporate 
Membership include:

• Professional – “Opt-in” to have your name listed on the 
Membership page of the BIA-MO website.

• Corporate/Organization – Have a link to your corporate 
website from the Membership page of the BIA-MO 
website for a Membership gift of $500 or more.

March is Membership Month for the Brain Injury Association of 
Missouri.  There are three easy ways to renew or join today:

• Complete and return the form below to the BIA-MO office
• Charge your Visa or MasterCard at www.biamo.org
• Call the BIA-MO office at 314-426-4024 or 800-444-6443.

Your Membership matters as we strengthen programs and 
advocacy efforts as the Voice of Brain Injury.

Organization/Corporate ($200 or more)
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Make your plans and reservations today!SavethedateS…
Brain Injury Awareness Day

Wednesday, March 9, 2011
Missouri State Capitol Building - 
Jefferson City
Educate your elected officials in Jefferson 
City about issues important to you and 
the brain injury community.
Registration requested by March 1, 2011 
at AwarenessDay@biamo.org or by 
calling the BIA-MO office, 314.426.4024 
or 800.444.6443.

Survivor & Family Seminar 
– Southwest 

Saturday, March 19, 2011
St. John’s Mercy Medical Center 
– Springfield
Free educational seminar with 
information, practical suggestions and 
guidance on living with brain injury.
Attendance is free but registration is 
required by March 9, 2011.  Contact the 
BIA-MO office at www.biamo.org or 
800.444.6443.

Survivor & Family Seminar 
– WEstern 

Saturday, April 30, 2011
Research Hospital - Kansas City
Free educational seminar with 
information, practical suggestions and 
guidance on living with brain injury.
Attendance is free but registration is 
required by April 20, 2011.  Contact the 
BIA-MO office at www.biamo.org or 
800.444.6443.

Signature Healthcare 
Foundation Golf 
Tournament

Thursday, May 12, 2011
Whitmoor Country Club – St. Charles
18-hole golf scramble with a portion of 
the proceeds to benefit the Brain Injury 
Association of Missouri.
For more information or to register 
online as a sponsor or golfer visit www.
signaturefoundation.org

Donald Danforth Jr. 
Wilderness Camp

May 22 – 27,  2011
Wonderland Camp – Lake of the Ozarks, 
Rocky Mount
Outdoor activities adapted for each 
survivor’s abilities and independence.  
Sleeping cabins are air-conditioned.  Bus 
transportation available from Kansas City 
and St. Louis.
Camper applications available at www.
biamo.org or by contacting Betsy 
Liberatore at BLiberatore@biamo.org, 
314.426.4024 or 800.444.6443.
Sponsorships available by 
contacting Maureen Cunningham 
at MCunningham@biamo.org, 
314.426.4024 or 800.444.6443.

BIA-MO 24th Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament

Sunday, August 21, 2011
Norman K. Probstein Community Golf 
Course – Forest Park, St. Louis
18-hole golf scramble, dinner, live and 
silent auctions, and on-course games make 
for a full day of fun.
Sponsorship and golf packages 
available.  Contact the BIA-MO office 
at www.biamo.org, 314.426.4024, or 
800.444.6443.

Journey for Hope              
5K Run/Walk

Date to be determined.
Sedalia
Raise awareness about brain injuries while 
enjoying fellowship with others.
Sign-up as an event sponsor, runner 
or walker. Contact Brenda Kurz at 
660.221.1850.

BIA-MO 7th Annual Statewide 
Conference

October 20 - 22, 2011
St. Charles Convention Center – 
St. Charles
Conference sessions for professionals 
on Thursday and Friday.  Sessions on 
Saturday are of  interest to survivors 
of brain injury, family members and 
professionals.
Sponsorship and Exhibitor information 
available by contacting Maureen 
Cunningham at MCunningham@biamo.
org, 314.426.4024 or 800.444.6443.

Brain Injury Awareness 
Run 5K and 10K Run/1 Mile 
Walk

October  2011 – date to be 
determined
Mount Vernon
Raise awareness about brain injuries while 
enjoying a morning run in beautiful Mount 
Vernon.
Sign-up as an event sponsor, runner 
or walker by contacting John Klay at 
417.766.1079 or Charity Shelton at 
417.461.5599.



Camp Karaoke is enjoyed by Betsy Liberatore, BIA-MO staff member, 
and Jason, Camper

The fun, relaxation and time with friends is often talked about year-round 
by survivors of brain injury who attend the Donald Danforth Jr. Camp 
hosted by the Brain Injury Association of Missouri.
Camp activities like swimming, fishing, target shooting, basketball and arts 
and crafts fill the days.  In addition to these activities, Campers make time 
to listen to music on the cabin porches with friends, some they have known 
from camp for years and others who are attending for the first time.

The laughter and sharing with friends continues from day activities into the 
evening of karaoke, dancing, trivia and bonfires.  
This extended period of time with other survivors who truly understand 
the challenges of life with brain injury is often the highlight of the year for 
Campers.
The Donald Danforth Jr. Wilderness Camp is also a time of respite for 
families, who are often full-time caregivers.  Knowing their loved one 
is enjoying activities adapted to his or her abilities brings comfort to 
family members.  They have the opportunity to rejuvenate mentally and 
physically.
The actual cost of Camp is more than $700 per person.  More than 40 
percent of Campers require scholarship assistance to help cover his or her 
Camp fee, which is far less than the actual cost.
Donations and scholarships keep the Donald Danforth Jr. Wilderness Camp 
affordable for survivors of brain injury and their families.  Please Sponsor-
A-Camper through a $340  scholarship or make a donation of any amount 
for program costs and partial scholarships.

Sponsor-A-Camper I will provide a full Camp 
Scholarship for a survivor of 
brain injury. 
	 Enclosed is my gift of $340	
 My gift will be fulfilled in three 	
 donations of $114 each during 	
 May, July and September, 2011

My donation of $                 should 
be used towards camp expenses 
and partial scholarships.

Name 						    

Company/Agency 

Address

City

State			   Zip				  
	
Day Phone (	   ) 

Evening Phone (	          ) 

Email

Charge my Visa or MasterCard #	


Exp Date 		  V-Code

Billing Address (if different than above)

City

State			   Zip
	
mail to: BIA-MO, 10270 Page 
Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63132  
or make YOUR gift at 
www.biamo.org
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Same Sessions.  Two Locations.
Survivors and families know the short and long term effects of 
brain injury all too well.  For many, information and resources 
weren’t available when they needed them.  The phrase, “I 
didn’t know what I didn’t know” is still heard far too often. 
The Brain Injury Association of Missouri Survivor and Family 
Seminar provides information and education for survivors and 
families who are recently impacted by brain injury or many 

years post-injury. This 
educational program 
is free for survivors of 
brain injury and their 
families. Registration 
is required.
This year the same 
sessions of the Survivor 
and Family Seminar 
will be offered in two 

communities - on March 
19 in Springfield, Missouri, and on April 30 in Kansas City, 
Missouri.
The sessions will include information on the possible short 
and long-term effects of brain injury, practical suggestions on 
dealing with the realities of brain injury, and guidance to help 
you and others understand brain injuries.
Specific Topics are:

• When a Loved One Has Brain Injury
• Pain Management
• Memory Techniques
• Advocating for Yourself or a Loved One 
      with Brain Injury
• Behavior Management
• Depression and Suicide

 
 
 
 
 
Registration is easy, but required. Mail or fax the 
registration form to the Brain Injury Association of Missouri. 
The Registration Form can be downloaded at www.biamo.
org or call the BIA-MO office at 800.444.6443. 

Survivor and 
Family Seminar 2011

CONNECTIONS
WINTER 2011

Sponsorships Available
Your sponsorship shows you care for the survivors of brain 
injury and their families by ensuring that this program is free.
This is a cost-effective marketing opportunity to directly reach 
survivors and their families who are seeking information about 
brain injury.
Sponsorship opportunities for each location:

Host Sponsor	 $2,500
Lunch Sponsor	 $1,500
Keynote Sponsor	 $1,000
Break Sponsor	    $500
Exhibitor 		     $150

Make your Sponsorship commitment today at www.biamo.
org or contact Maureen Cunningham, BIA-MO Executive 
Director, at MCunningham@biamo.org or 314.426.4024.

Survivor & Family Seminar
Registration Form

No Charge, but must register!

I/we will attend:
     southwest seminar, springfield, mo
     western seminar, kansas city, mo
Name 					   

Address

City

State			   Zip				  
	
Day Phone (	     ) 

Email

Number attending

Unable to attend, my donation to support 
the work of the bia-mo is enclosed.

Make check payable to: 
Brain injury association of missouri

and mail to:
10270 page avenue, st. louis, mo 63132

Seminar Locations: 
Southwest – Springfield 
St. John’s Medical Center 
March 19, 2011

 
Western – Kansas City 
Research Medical Center 
April 30, 2011

5



10270 Page Avenue, Suite 100
St. Louis, MO 63132
phone: 314.426.4024 
             800.444.6443
fax: 314.426.3290
website: www.biamo.org
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BIA-MO is a membership organization.  
Please join at www.BIAMO.ORG

Check if appropriate:
__ My name is misspelled
__ My address is incorrect
__ I receive more than one copy
__ I prefer to receive email
 
Please clip your label and mail 
with corrections to the BIA-MO 
office, or email your request to 
info@biamo.org.

By Doug Ehlers

Friday evening, October 
20, 1972, my sister’s 
boyfriend, Mark, had just 
gotten a new car and we 
went for a ride. We missed 
a turn and the car tumbled 
end over end three times. 
Mark died at the scene. 
Another passenger walked 
away with no injuries. 
Unconscious for 14 weeks, 
I was left without speech 
and the ability to walk.  
At age 15 and with a severe 
brain injury, I depended on 

my parents for my care.  Our days involved doctors’ appointments, 
rehabilitation, physical therapy and speech therapy.
Seven years after the accident, my desire to live on my own led 
to quite a journey. I moved from Gerald, Missouri, to Little Rock, 
Arkansas where I lived in an apartment complex with housing for 
impaired individuals such as myself.  I made friends and lived 
without assistance. It would take all day but handled my bills and 
paperwork and cleaned my apartment.

In My Own Words

I then moved to Tulsa where the Tulsa Recreation Center for the 
Physically Limited formed a wheelchair games event.  There were 
entries from surrounding states and I was named Outstanding Athlete 
for my group three or four times.  That is what I enjoyed...the athletics 
and sports.
A few years later I moved to Cape Girardeau, then to St. Louis 
for training in computer skills.  That training led to a number of 
opportunities, I’ve now been volunteering at BIA-MO two days a 
week for more than 11 years. 
As I celebrate my 54th birthday, I can say that I have life-long friends, 
supportive family and the opportunity to contribute to our community.  
To this day, Mom and Dad are my best friends.  I appreciate my sister 
who has done miraculous things for me and I’m proud of my niece and 
nephew.  I enjoy watching sports every chance I get.

The Brain Injury 
Association of Missouri 
is on Facebook. 
Let’s be friends!
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Support and Recreation: Support is an essential component of 
life with brain injury. The Brain Injury Association of Missouri 
provides support groups for survivors of brain injury and 
their families. At support group meetings individuals have the 
opportunity to learn from other survivors and families who have 
experienced similar challenges; and together accomplishments 
are celebrated.  More than 400 individuals participated in a 
Brain Injury Association of Missouri support group in 2010.
When survivors and families do not know where to turn, they 
can find help from the Brain Injury Association of Missouri.  
Our toll-free Information & Referral Service is available when 
a loved one is recently impacted by brain injury or is many 
years post-injury. We also offer Brain Injury Information 
Packets.  These services provided support for thousands of 
individuals in 2010.
The Donald Danforth Jr. Wilderness Camp was attended by 73 
survivors of brain injury. This is the only outdoor, organized 
camp in Missouri specifically for adults with brain injury. 
No Campers were turned away due to an inability to pay.  
Sponsor-A-Camper scholarships, camp-restricted donations 
and foundation grants provided the needed financial assistance 
for 39 Campers this year.
Monthly recreational programs provide on-going social 
activities for survivors of brain injury and their families. An 
estimated 75 social activities were hosted in 2010. These 
activities such as picnics, holiday parties, karaoke and more 
offered social interaction in a welcoming environment. In 
2010, approximately 1,500 survivors of brain injury and their 
families experienced these social activities.

Funding: The Brain Injury Association of Missouri is a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization. Programs are supported by donations 
from individuals, corporations, foundations, program fees and 
events.
Approximately 90 percent of every dollar donated to BIA-
MO provides programs of support, recreation, education and 
advocacy. 

2010 Financial Status (unaudited)
Net Assets, Beginning of the Year $206,014 
Total Revenue and Support    276,237 
Total Expenses      273,686 
Net Assets, Projected End of Year $208,565

Education and Prevention: There are several components of 
the Brain Injury Association of Missouri (BIA-MO) educational 
programs.  
Our largest educational program is the BIA-MO Annual 
Statewide Conference, which continues to grow. Two hundred 
sixty individuals attended the 2010 conference. A highlight of 
the BIA-MO 6th Annual Statewide Conference was a special 
track on Sports Concussions: Facts, Fallacies and New Frontiers. 
This special track was presented by Dr. Ruben Echemendia and 
Dr. Kevin Guskiewicz, both top experts and pioneers in the 
field of sports concussions.
The Survivor and Family Seminar – Southwest provided 
education for more than 100 survivors, family members and 
caregivers during this one-day program.  Local experts provided 
practical suggestions for living life with brain injury.
Prevention is a primary focus of the Brain Injury Association 
of Missouri.  An educational program has been developed for 
elementary, middle and high-school age students.  Brain injury 
facts and the prevention of brain injuries are discussed at age-
appropriate levels.  This standardized prevention education 
program was offered to several hundred students in 2010. We 
anticipate significant expansion of the program in 2011.

Advocacy: Brain Injury Awareness Day was held on March 
16, 2010.  Advocates represented the brain injury community 
by visiting Missouri Senators and Representatives at the State 
Capitol in Jefferson City to share our advocacy message of the 
prevention of brain injuries and access to services for survivors 
of brain injury.

Organization and Administration: The Brain Injury 
Association of Missouri has an all volunteer Board of Directors 
that has overall accountability for the organization. Our Board 
is comprised of survivors of brain injury, family members, 
professionals in the field of brain injury, business professionals 
and community volunteers.
Two paid staff members work with more than 280 volunteers 
involved in the fundraising, program implementation and 
advocacy efforts of the Brain Injury Association of Missouri. 

The Brain Injury Association of Missouri (BIA-MO) continues to be a leader in the brain injury community 
serving survivors of brain injury, their families, professionals and the community. Our programs of support, 
recreation, education and advocacy make a difference for individuals and families impacted by brain injury. 
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Happy New Year to all and welcome 
to 2011. 
I am very excited about the future 
of the Brain Injury Association of 
Missouri.  I have to give a lot of credit 
for this excitement to Dr. Thomas 
Martin and Maureen Cunningham 
for their leadership over the last few 
years.  
Last year was an exceptionally 
good year for our organization as 
we managed to double our active 
membership, put on another premier 
conference and family seminar, 
begin a strategic planning process 
that should yield us long term 

benefits, raised sufficient funds to meet all of our fiscal needs, and 
increased our outreach to support groups, all while continuing our 
mission to support individuals who have sustained a brain injury and 
their families through providing education, resources, advocacy and 
recreational activities. 
Like most I feel a need to make some New Year Resolutions but mine 
will be aimed at where I would like to see our organization focus its 
efforts in this coming year.  
Here are my resolutions (goals) for the Brain Injury Association of 
Missouri for 2011:  Double our active membership again this year. 
Continue relationship building with brain injury support groups 
throughout the state as they serve such an important role. Garner 
support, propose legislation and advocate for the state’s adoption of 
sports concussion legislation for our youth.  Increase our advocacy 
presence at Brain Injury Awareness Day on March 9, at the State 
Capitol.  
All of these resolutions are well within the realm of possibility, but 
they will take all of us working together to make this possible.  
I welcome your suggestions, ideas, and insights and hope that you 
will truly see the Brain Injury Association of Missouri as your 
organization and support us where you can now and in the future.   
Let’s all work to make this the best year yet in meeting the needs of 
individuals who have sustained a brain injury, their families and the 
general community by taking on a servant heart, listening to their 
needs and working to ensure that these needs are being met to the best 
of our ability across the state of Missouri.

prESIDENT’S MESSagE

John bennett, m.s., ccc-slp
brain inJury association of 
missouri
president, board of directors

hONOrarIuM 
aND MEMOrIal gIfTS
September 1 — December 31, 2010

IN MEMOry Of
Richard Baumhoefner
Eugene McDermont
Joan & Louis Otto
Bill Buell
Mr. R. K. Buell
Zeke Estep
Mr. & Mrs. George 
Theodoridis
Susan Lagunoff
Mr. & Mrs. Bernickus
Larry Rich
Mr. & Mrs. George Orton

Joshua Steinman
School Nutrition 
Association of Kansas
Jim Winter
Judith Meyer
Lori Winter
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Winter

IN hONOr Of
Gayla & Jim Bernardini
Paskal and Benson 
Attorneys at Law

BraIN INjury aSSOCIaTION 
Of MISSOurI
2011 BOarD Of DIrECTOrS
John Bennett
Board President
Missouri Rehabilitation 
Center
Terrie Price, Ph.D.
Vice President, 
Administration
The Rehabilitation Institute 
of Kansas City
Lisa Scott
Vice President, Nominating
Rusk Rehabilitation Center
L. Barry Gubin
Treasurer
Attorney at Law
Tim Imhoff
Secretary
Bridges of Missouri, Inc.

Doug Brewer
SSM Rehabilitation Hospital
Stephanie Cox
Independent Living Resource 
Center, Inc.
Margaret Culver, MS, MSW, 
LCSW
Family Wellness Counseling 
Eric Hart, Psy.D.
University of Missouri-
Columbia
Jerry A. Klein, P.C.
Attorney at Law
Sue Orton
Community Volunteer
Parent of a survivor of brain 
injury
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23rd Annual Charity Golf Tournament 
— Go Green
Our largest fundraiser which raised more than 
$60,000 to support BIA-MO programs.

Platinum Sponsors
Cedar Creek Conference Center
Dobbs Tire & Auto Centers

Gold Sponsors
Holloran White & Schwartz

Lunch Sponsors
Charlie Erker, Merrill Lynch
Holmes Murphy
Oral Facial Surgery Institute

Silver Sponsors
Butsch Simeri Fields LLC
Goldman Kottler Unell Pearlstein & Rechtein LLC
Mengwasser, Martin, Lall & Clark PC
Mid County Orthopedic Surgery & Sports Medicine
St. John’s Mercy Rehabilitation Hospital

Bronze Sponsors
Bridges of Missouri, Inc.
Deborah John & Associates, Inc.
Kennelwood Pet Resorts
The Leritz Company, Inc.
Midwest Automation
Bob & Diane Trame

Beverage Cart Sponsor
Dobbs Tire & Auto Centers

Hole Sponsors
Delmar Gardens Enterprises
Carol Hunt
Jackson Brothers
Lazerware Inc.
McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.
Merrill Lynch Consulting Services
Midtown Printing
Oelbaum, Brown & Alsop LLC
Pats Bar & Grill
Rehabilitation Institute of St. Louis
Service Excellence Group, Inc.
Judy & Vince Shaw

Survivor and Family Seminar–Springfield 
Thanks to sponsorships this regional seminar 
was free of charge for attendees.

Host Sponsor
Aaron Sachs and Associates, P.C.

Keynote Sponsor
Tim O’Brien Memorial Fund, Community 
Foundation of the Ozarks

Break Sponsors
Alternative Opportunities
Bridges of Missouri, Inc.

Exhibitors
Aaron Sachs and Associates
Alternative Opportunities
Brain Injury Association of Missouri, Inc.
Bridges of Missouri, Inc.
Missouri Development Disability Resource Center
Missouri Protection & Advocacy
Ozark Neuro Rehab Center
Southwest Center for Independent Living
Springfield Neurological & Spine Institute

BIA-MO 6th Annual Statewide Conference
The only Conference in Missouri to specifi-
cally address issues related to brain injury.

Host Co-Sponsor
Department of Health & Senior Services 

Keynote Sponsors
Advantage Nursing Services
Alternative Opportunities, Inc.
Bridges of Missouri, Inc.
The Center for Head Injury Services
Mr. Tim Imhoff and Mrs. Rachel Dietz
Missouri Motorcycle Safety Program
NeuroRestorative
The Rehabilitation Institute of St. Louis

Lunch Sponsor
Ranken Jordan—A Pediatric Specialty Hospital

Reception Sponsor
SSM-Select Rehabilitation Hospital

Points of Light 2010
Points of Light leadership gifts support all 
programs of the BIA-MO.

Champion, $5,000+
William H. Danforth MD
Mrs. Donald Danforth Jr.
Bob Sargent Family

Benefactor, $1,000+
Mr. & Mrs. G.A. Allsmiller
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Hermann Jr.
Mrs. Clinton W. Lane Jr.
Sargent Construction Co.
Karen Solomon Philanthropic Fund

Advocate, $500+
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Bahle
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Brewer
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Cunningham
Mr. Timothy E. Imhoff & Mrs. Rachel Dietz
Mrs. Bettie Schroth Johnson
Mr. Jerry A. Klein, P.C.
Cheryl and Keith Kowalczyk
Mr. James L. Longnecker
St. Louis Concierge Association
Mr. & Mrs. Simon Pediel Tonkin
Washington University, OT Department

Guardian, $250+
Kathleen and Thomas T. Alexander
Mr. Michael Altman
Mr. Andrew N. Baur
Mr. & Mrs. A. John Brauer 
Mr. & Mrs. Jean-Jacques L. Carnal
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Claggett
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Crowley
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Danforth
Lelia and David Farr
Mr. Clayton Fenter
Becky & Lucien Fouke
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur G. Hailand
Mr. & Mrs. David Hollo
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Howe IV
Mr. & Mrs. Simon Katz
Mr. Sawyer Marglous
Thomas A. Martin, PsyD., ABPP
Mr. & Ms. Charles N. McAlpin
Mr. & Mrs. James S. McDonnell
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Mott
Michael Whetstone, Ph.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Peters
Mr. James Pomeroy
Mr. Edward C. Simmons
Cheryl & Mike Sparks
H. Mead Summers
Mr. & Mrs. Jack E. Thomas Jr.
M. & Mrs. Grant Williams
Mrs. Lori Winter

DONOr rECOgNITION
Thank you to all of the individuals, organizations, corporations and foundations who contributed to the Brain Injury Association of Missouri 
in 2010.  Your generosity made it possible to provide services for survivors of brain injury, their families and professionals throughout the 
state of Missouri. Each gift and sponsorship makes a difference.

aNNual rEpOrT 2010

BIa-MO MISSION
The mission of the Brain Injury Association of Missouri is to 
reduce the incidence of brain injury, to promote acceptance, 

independence and productivity of persons with brain 
injury and to support their families.
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BIa-MO aNNual awarDS 2010
A difference is made within the brain injury community 
through the dedication and efforts of many. The Brain Injury 
Association of Missouri is proud to honor a few special 
individuals each year at our annual Awards Luncheon. The 
2010 honorees:
Courage Award
Trevor Douglas lives by his motto of  “You are only as happy 
as you want to be” and accepted the challenge to return to 
school. He recently received his Associate Degree and an 
employment promotion which will allow him to show many 
of his skills.
Nathan Koester worked hard to achieve his current level of 
independent living.  His independence and courage was seen 
by many in his performance during the community theater 
presentation of the “Music Man”.
Jason Younger performed in the “Music Man”.  Jason 
demonstrated his courage as he learned to sing and dance, 
memorized his lines, and attended weeks of rehearsals for the 
several performances held for multiple weeks. 
Bruce Myers always shared his bright smile and joyous laugh 
with everyone he met.  His courage and hard work through 
two brain injuries did not damper his spirit. This award was 
presented In Memoriam.  Bruce passed away just weeks 
before the award ceremony.
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Service Excellence Award – Community Service
Alternative Opportunities of Springfield was honored for 
their truly heartfelt commitment to help survivors of brain 
injury achieve their fullest potential.  Several nominations 
commended the Alternative Opportunities staff for their 
professionalism, dedication, care, compassion and willingness 
to go above and beyond typical work expectations.
Life Skills has been finding meaningful work and opportunities 
for independent living for individuals with disabilities for 46 
years. Life Skills is committed to the success of their consumers 
and demonstrates flexibility, creativity, understanding and 
dedication to helping their consumers succeed.
Service Excellence Award – Public Relations
Eileen Deaver is known for her tireless and creative efforts to 
increase awareness of services available for survivors of brain 
injury.  Eileen is “in it for the long haul” and goes above and 
beyond her duties as Service Coordinator with Department of 
Health and Senior Services Adult Head Injury Program.
Mike Sparks builds upon his personal experience as a survivor 
of brain injury to gather information and raise awareness of 
the needs of survivors as part of his Volunteer Ombudsman 
position.  He is a strong advocate whose passion, dedication 
and big heart are the guiding forces in his efforts to make a 
difference. 
Volunteer of the Year
Dawn Tish changes lives through her exceptional respect, 
knowledgeable devotion, and life of service.  Dawn facilitates 
a BIA-MO support group in Kansas City and gives the 
members hope through her inspiration, patience, compassion 
and experience as a survivor of brain injury.
Lifetime Achievement Award
Charity Shelton is a leader within the brain injury community 
and makes a lifetime of difference every day.  As a Speech 
Pathologist and family member, Charity shares her expertise 
and compassion in her rehabilitation work with clients, service 
on committees, and education for survivors, family members 
and other professionals.

Volunteers and donors bring the bia-mo mission to action for 
surViVors, family members, professionals and the community.


